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Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
Division of Administration 

NOTICE OF FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FUNDING 
OPPORTUNITY REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS 

2 CFR Part 200 
                  

Funding Opportunity Number (DE-FOA-0000052 and DE-SEP-0002023) 

I. Overview 

Recipient:  Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) 

Funding Opportunity Title: Florida Local Government Water and Wastewater Treatment 
Facility Energy Efficiency Program 

Announcement Type: Request for Federal Financial Assistance Applications Initial 
Announcement 

Funding Opportunity Number: DE-FOA-0000052 and DE-SEP-0002023 

Assistance Listing Number (ALN): 81.041 

Federal Agency Name: U.S. Department of Energy (USDOE) 

II. Authority:  

This program is authorized by the Energy Policy and Conservation Act, as amended (42 
USC Subsection 6321); American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009 
(Public Law III-5); State Energy Program (SEP), 10 CFR 420; and Section 377.703 (2)(b), 
Florida Statutes. All awards made under this program shall comply with applicable laws 
and regulations including, but not limited to, 2 CFR Part 200 as amended by 2 CFR 
Part 910. 

III. Federal Financial Assistance Funding Opportunity Description 

In June 2020, the FDACS’ Office of Energy (OOE) concluded a project entitled “Mapping 
the Energy Landscape of Water and Wastewater Treatment Plants in the State of 
Florida.”1 The broad objective of the project was to establish a baseline on energy 
efficiency and renewable energy measures and practices at water and wastewater 
treatment plants (WWTP) in Florida. The results of this project represent a tremendous 
opportunity for Florida WWTP to reduce energy use and reduce greenhouse gases (GHG) 
by installing energy efficient equipment and implementing conservation strategies. The 
information contained in “Mapping the Energy Landscape of Water and Wastewater 
Treatment Plants in the State of Florida” provides specific data and information on how 

1 The full report is available at https://ccmedia.fdacs.gov/content/download/93464/file/WWTP-Final-Report.pdf  

WILTON SIMPSON 
COMMISSIONER
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WWTP can lower their energy use and therefore reduce operating costs by as much as 
40 percent.   

Based on the results of the above study, the FDACS OOE launched the Florida 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Energy Program in the summer of 2020. In addition to 
reducing energy use and greenhouse gas emissions, the FDACS OOE continued its 
efforts to achieve energy efficiency by investing in projects that aim to reduce energy 
burdens for Florida consumers. The Florida Wastewater Treatment Plant Energy Program 
considered factors that aimed to reduce the total energy consumption and the costs of 
wastewater treatment. 

This Notice of Federal Financial Assistance Funding Opportunity (NOFFA) establishes a 
grant program to provide funding for energy efficiency improvement to water/wastewater 
treatment facilities. The state’s proposed grant distribution strategy will utilize 
approximately $5 million in Federal SEP ($0.5 million) and SEP–ARRA ($4.5 million) 
funds. The grant funds will be made available based on total points assigned to each 
applicant. Applications are restricted to water and wastewater treatment facilities 
(WWTFs) owned and operated by designated fiscally constrained Florida counties as 
defined by Chapter 218.67(1), Florida Statutes, and the municipalities within those 
counties. 

This program aims to assist eligible local governments with implementing projects and 
programs that will reduce the total energy consumption and costs of WWTPs within the 
state. Performance will be measured for each project according to the following metrics:  

 Net annual energy saved at the facility (kWh/year);  
 Energy saved per dollar funded (kWh/$);  
 Amount of energy used to process one million gallons of wastewater 

(kWh/MG); and  
 GHG reduction (CO2). 

Energy baseline metrics must be provided during the pre-award site visit evaluation of the 
facility and one year after the conclusion of the project to verify the results of the project 
and the return on investment of dollars awarded.  These metrics must be tracked by 
the subrecipient for at least one year following completion of the project and 
reported to the Department.

Awards will be granted based on total scores assigned to each applicant. FDACS OOE 
will prioritize and select the most impactful projects, ranked according to multiple factors, 
including, but not limited to, energy savings resulting from each award dollar funded 
(kWh/$), the energy rate paid by the facility, and the energy cost per million gallons of 
water treated.

IV. Eligibility Information 

Eligible applications will come from publicly owned water and wastewater treatment 
facilities (WWTFs). These WWTFs must be owned and operated by local governments.  

Applications will be restricted to designated fiscally constrained Florida counties and the 
municipalities within those counties as defined by Chapter 218.67(1), Florida Statutes. 

g g pg g p
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Only one application is allowed per applicant. However, the applicant may 
propose multiple project activities and/or multiple project locations in the one 
application. 

The scope of work must be performed within the State of Florida. 

Eligible local governments receiving program funds are required to use the funds in a cost-
effective manner to maximize benefits for the county population and in a manner that will 
yield sustained long-term impacts in terms of energy, emission reductions, and equitable 
workforce and community investment opportunities.  

V. Allowable Activities 

Under this Program, applicants will develop various initiatives and projects that address 
water/wastewater energy efficiency. Applicants are encouraged to use their program funds 
in a manner to maximize benefits for their population, in a manner that will leverage other 
sources of financing or funding and will yield maximum benefits over time in terms of 
energy and emission reductions. Eligible applicants are also encouraged to consider in its 
decisions the energy needs of each economic sector, including residential, industrial, 
commercial, agricultural, and governmental uses, and reduce those needs whenever
possible. 

Examples of eligible projects include, but are not limited to: 

- Motors     - Boilers 
- Belts     - CHP systems 
- Pumps     - Biogas 
- Aerators     - Insulation 
- Blowers     - Heat recovery 
- Lighting     - Photovoltaic systems 
- Compressed air    - Power generators 
- Occupancy sensors   - Nutrient recovery 
- Disinfection systems   - Energy management systems 

Up to ten percent (10%) of the total project cost may be used for administrative costs, 
including the cost of reporting requirements of the program. 

of eligible projects include, but are not limited to:of eligible projects include, but are not limi

    - Boilers    - Boilers
    - CHP systems    - CHP sy
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VI. Key Dates 

Action Item Timeframe Location

Notice of Federal Financial 
Assistance Funding 
Opportunity Advertisement 

From 12/09/2024 
To 02/07/2025 

Posted electronically via 
FDACS Grant Opportunities  

Submission of Questions From 12/09/2024 
To 01/13/2025 

All questions must be submitted by 
email to Grants@FDACS.gov  

Responses to Questions 
Posted 

From 12/20/2024 
To 01/13/2025 

Posted to  
FDACS Grant Opportunities

Application Submission 
Deadline 

02/07/2025 at 
5:00 PM EST 

Florida Local Government Water and 
Wastewater Treatment Facility Energy 
Efficiency Program

Evaluation of Applications 
Anticipated 
From 02/10/2025 
To 04/18/2025

Review and evaluation of applications 
begin. 

Award Notice  Anticipated 
05/09/2025 US mail on official FDACS letterhead 

Pre-Award Site Visits 
Anticipated 
05/09/2025 To 
06/06/2025

TBD 

Subrecipient Agreement End 
Date  

Anticipated 
08/24/2027  Subrecipient Agreement 

VII. Submission Dates, Times, and Location 

The application deadline is Friday, February 7, 2025 at 5:00 P.M. Eastern Standard 
Time.  

Hardcopy applications sent by U.S. Mail, courier, overnight or via hand delivery to the 
FDACS Purchasing Office must arrive no later than the submission deadline to:  

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
Attn: Water and Wastewater Treatment Facility Energy Efficiency Program 
Application 
c/o Purchasing 
407 South Calhoun Street, SB-8 Mayo Building  
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0800 

ToTo 004/18/20252025 begin. begin. 

ce  ce Anticipatednticipated 
05/09/202505/09/2025 US mail on official FUS mail on offic
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Applications sent by U.S. Mail, courier, overnight or via hand delivery must include one 
original signed application packet and (3) copies of the application package. 

Electronic applications will also be accepted. Applicants choosing to upload an electronic 
application need not submit a hard copy.  Electronic applications can be uploaded to  
Florida Local Government Water and Wastewater Treatment Facility Energy Efficiency 
Program
It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure its submittal at the proper place and 
time indicated in this notice of federal financial assistance funding opportunity 
notice.  No extensions.  No exceptions.  

VIII. Statutes and Regulations 

Successful applicants must comply with State of Florida and Federal regulations as 
applicable to this program and described in this NOFFA.  

FDACS is dedicated to ensuring Floridians have a sustainable, diverse, and reliable 
energy portfolio that benefits Florida’s economy. All applicants shall adhere to the policy 
of the State of Florida, as stated in Section 377.601, Florida Statutes. 

Section 377.601, Florida Statutes, states that: 

 FDACS is responsible for performing or coordinating the functions of any federal 
energy programs delegated to the state, including energy supply, demand, 
conservation, or allocation. 

 FDACS shall coordinate efforts to seek federal support or other support for state 
energy activities, including energy conservation, research, or development, and is 
responsible for the coordination of multiagency energy conservation programs and 
plans. 

 FDACS shall promote energy efficiency and conservation in all energy use sectors 
throughout the state and be the state agency primarily responsible for this function. 

 FDACS shall coordinate energy-related programs of state government. FDACS 
shall provide assistance to other state agencies, counties, municipalities, and 
regional planning agencies to further and promote their energy planning activities. 

 FDACS shall promote the development and use of renewable energy resources, 
energy efficiency technologies, and conservation measures. 

Grant activities funded under this NOTICE must meet the following conditions: 

 Activities must be eligible under 42 U.S.C. Section 17154 regarding the use of 
federal funds. 

 As defined in 40 U.S.C. 276a to a 7: When required by federal program legislation, 
all construction contracts awarded by the recipients and subrecipients of more than 
$2,000 shall include a provision for compliance with the Davis-Bacon Act (40 
U.S.C. 276a to a-7) and as supplemented by Department of Labor regulations (29 

ACS is responsible for performing or coordinating the functionACS is responsible for performing or coordinating the fun
ergy programs delegated to the state, including energy supplyergy programs delegated to the state, including energy su
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CFR part 5, “Labor Standards Provisions Applicable to Contracts Governing 
Federally Financed and Assisted Construction”). 

 Activities involving Public Buildings and Public Works are subject to the Buy 
American requirements for infrastructure projects. 

 Activities that have limited potential to impact historic properties (any property 50 
years or older and possessing “historical significance”) will require review in 
accordance with National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, Section 106, 
as amended. 

 Activities must comply with the Florida Department of Financial Services, 
Reference Guide for State Expenditures at https://www.myfloridacfo.com/docs-
sf/accounting-and-auditing-libraries/manuals/agencies/reference-guide-for-state-
expenditures.pdf?sfvrsn=b4cc3337_6

 All activities must comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 
1969 – 42 U.S.C. Section 4321 et seq. Therefore, only projects and activities that 
USDOE has determined will be excluded from NEPA review through a Categorical 
Exclusion (CE or sometimes CX) will be deemed eligible projects by FDACS under 
this solicitation. Categorical Exclusion means a category of actions for which 
neither an Environmental Assessment (EA) nor an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) is normally required. Bounded (CE) Categories: 

Permitted Project Activities 

All project activities funded by this grant program must be listed within the Bounded 
Categories, including restrictions. All projects must adhere to the requirements of the 
respective state’s Department of Energy executed Historic Preservation Programmatic 
Agreement, and are installed in existing buildings, or within the boundaries of a facility 
(defined as an already disturbed area due to regular ground maintenance), do not require 
structural reinforcement, no trees are removed, are appropriately sized. 

1. Funding commercially available energy or energy/water efficiency or renewable 
energy upgrades are limited to projects that adhere to the requirements of the 
respective state’s Department of Energy executed Historic Preservation Programmatic 
Agreement; and are installed in existing buildings, or within the boundaries of a facility 
(defined as an already disturbed area due to regular ground maintenance), do not 
require structural reinforcement, no trees are removed, are appropriately sized, and 
are limited to:  
a. Installation of insulation. 
b. Installation of energy efficient lighting. 
c. HVAC upgrades (to existing systems). 
d. Weather sealing. 
e. Purchase and installation of energy efficient or energy/water efficient home and 

commercial appliances and equipment (including, but not limited to, energy or 
water monitoring and control systems, thermostats, furnaces, and air 
conditioners). 

Project ActivitiesProject Activit

activities funded by this grant program must be listed withactivities funded by this grant program must be listed
s, including restrictions. All projects must adhere to the reqs, including restrictions. All projects must adhere to the
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f. Retrofit of energy efficient pumps and motors, for such uses as (but not limited to) 
wastewater treatment plants, where it would not alter the capacity, use, mission, 
or operation of an existing facility. 

g. Retrofit and replacement of windows and doors. 
h. Installation of Combined Heat and Power System—systems sized appropriately 

for the buildings in which they are located, not to exceed peak electrical production 
at 300kW. 

i. Battery Energy Storage System—not to exceed 1,000kWh capacity. 

2. Development, implementation, and installation of onsite renewable energy technology 
from renewable resources are limited to projects that adhere to the requirements of the 
respective state’s DOE executed Historic Preservation Programmatic Agreement, are 
installed in or on an existing structure or within the boundaries of a facility (defined as an 
already disturbed area due to regular ground maintenance), do not require structural 
reinforcement, no trees are removed, are appropriately sized, and limited to:  

a. Solar Electricity/Photovoltaic—appropriately sized system or unit not to exceed 60 
kW. 

b. Wind Turbine—20 kW or smaller. 
c. Solar Thermal (including solar thermal hot water)—system must be 200,000 BTU 

per hour or smaller. 
d. Ground Source Heat Pump—5.5 tons of capacity or smaller, horizontal/vertical, 

ground, closed-loop system. 
e. Biomass Thermal—3 MMBTUs per hour or smaller system with appropriate Best 

Available Control Technologies (BACT) installed and operated. 

3. Installation of fueling pumps and systems for fuels such as compressed natural gas, 
hydrogen, ethanol, and other commercially available biofuels, (but not storage tanks) 
installed on the site of a current fueling station. 
4. Purchase of alternative fuel vehicles. 
5. Installation of electric vehicle supply equipment (EVSE), including testing measures to 
assess the safety and functionality of the EVSE. Installations are restricted to existing 
footprints and levels of previous ground disturbance, within an existing parking facility 
defined as any building, structure, land, right-of-way, facility, or area used for parking of 
motor vehicles. All activities must use reversible, non-permanent techniques for 
installation, where appropriate, use the lowest profile EVSE reasonably available that 
provides the necessary charging capacity; place the EVSE in a minimally visibly intrusive 
area; use colors complementary to surrounding environment, where possible, and are 
limited to the current electrical capacity. This applies to Level 1, Level 2, or Level 3 (also 
known as Direct Current (DC) Fast Charging) EVSE. Installation of EVSE on Tribal Lands, 
or installations of EVSE that may affect historic properties located on Tribal Lands, is 
excluded from this Bounded Category, without first contacting your DOE Project Officer 
who will coordinate with the DOE NEPA Specialist. 

hour or smaller.hour or smaller. 
ound Source Heat Pump—5.5 tons of capacity or smaller, hound Source Heat Pump—5.5 tons of capacity or smalle
und, closed-loop system.und, closed-loop system
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Prohibited Use of Funds 

In accordance with federal regulations, applicants are prohibited from using financial 
assistance: 

 For any casino or other gambling establishment, aquarium, zoos, golf course, or 
swimming pool. 

 For any other activities prohibited by federal law. 

Additionally, in accordance with federal regulations, applicants are prohibited from using 
SEP financial assistance: 

 For construction, such as construction of mass transit systems and exclusive bus 
lanes or for the construction of buildings or structures;  

 To purchase land, a building or structure or any interest therein. 
 To subsidize fares for public transportation. 
 To subsidize utility rate demonstrations or state tax credits for energy conservation 

or renewable energy measures.  
 To conduct or purchase equipment to conduct research, development or 

demonstration of energy efficiency or renewable energy techniques and 
technologies not commercially available. 

 For facilities that are federally owned or rented by the federal government (federal 
facilities are ineligible for assistance). 

 For any other activities prohibited by federal law. 
 To supplant weatherization activities under the Weatherization Assistance 

Program for Low-Income Persons, under 10 CFR part 440. 

In accordance with Section 216.347, Florida Statutes, applicants are prohibited from using 
funds provided by this agreement for the purpose of lobbying the Legislature, the judicial 
branch, or any state agency. 

IX. Award Information 

Total amount of funding available $5,000,000.00
Anticipated number of awards 6-20 
Total Points assigned to receive an award 80
Maximum grant award to a single applicant $750,000.00
Minimum grant award to a single applicant $250,000.00 
Period of Performance (Anticipated) 08/15/2025 through 08/15/2027

X. Definitions 

For the purpose of this NOFFA, the following terms are defined: 

Applicant:  Entity that submits an application for federal financial assistance under this 
notice of funding opportunity. 

hnologies not commercially available.hnologies not commercially availab
r facilities that are federally owned or rented by the federal govr facilities that are federally owned or rented by the federa
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Application Packet:  Complete written response of the applicant to the notice of federal 
financial assistant funding opportunity including properly completed forms, supporting 
documents and attachments. 

Assistance Listing Number: Formerly Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 

Business hours:  8 a.m. to 5 p.m. eastern standard time on business days. 

Business days:  Monday through Friday, excluding federal and state holidays. 

Calendar days:  All days, including weekends and holidays. 

Categorical Exclusion: a category of actions for which neither an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) nor an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is normally required.  

CFR: Code of Federal Regulations.  

Cost Reimbursement: A reimbursement payment to the grantee of reasonable costs 
previously expended in connection with the performance of work, not to exceed the 
amount set forth in the budget. See the Department of Financial Services, Reference 
Guide for State Expenditures. 

Commissioner:  Commissioner of Agriculture for the State of Florida. 

Eligible Entity: Applicants to this program are restricted to Florida local governments.  

Energy efficient measures: energy efficiency improvements that reduce energy 
consumption by replacing older, less efficient items with more energy efficient equipment. 

FDACS:  Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, an agency of the 
State of Florida. 

Fiscally Constrained Counties: In accordance with Chapter 218.67(1), Florida Statues 
defines each county that is entirely within a rural area of opportunity as designated by the 
Governor pursuant to s. 288.0656 or each county for which the value of a mill will raise no 
more than $5 million in revenue, based on the taxable value certified pursuant to s. 
1011.62(4)(a)1.a., from the previous July 1, shall be considered a fiscally constrained 
county. 

Grant: See Subrecipient Agreement. 

Grant Manager:  An employee of FDACS, who is designated to be responsible for the 
monitoring and management of the subrecipient agreement. 

Grantee: See Subrecipient. 

Local Government:  A county government or a municipality (an incorporated city, town, or 
village), excluding a school board district or an independent special district. 

pp

oner:  Commissioner of Agriculture for the State of Florida.oner:  Commissioner of Agriculture for the State of Florida
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Recipient: The prime entity receiving federal financial assistance from a federal agency. 
In this NOTICE, recipient is interchangeable with FDACS. 

Subrecipient: The entity (successful applicant) receiving federal financial assistance via 
the recipient. In this NOTICE, the term subrecipient is interchangeable with the term 
grantee. 

Subrecipient Agreement:  Formal agreement that will be awarded to the successful 
applicant under this notice of federal financial assistance funding opportunity.  

Total Project Cost: The combined total of grant and match resources contributed to this 
project. 

XI. Cost Sharing (Matching) Requirements 

Cost Sharing (Matching) is not required for this federal financial assistance funding 
opportunity.

XII. Funding Source and/or Restrictions 

Projects under this NOFFA will be funded, in whole, with funds appropriated by the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009 (Public Law III-5); and the 
State Energy Program (SEP). 

FDACS reserves the right to award, or not award, subrecipient agreement(s) based on the 
availability of federal or state funds. 

FDACS’ obligation to pay under this subrecipient agreement is contingent upon funding 
by the federal agency or Florida Legislature. 

Funding is available for project work initiated and completed during the award period. 

Funding is subject to the amount of spending authority allocated by the Florida Legislature.   

The allowability of costs shall be in accordance with the federal financial assistance cost 
principles applicable to the subrecipient. 

XIII. Cost of Preparation 

FDACS is not liable for any costs incurred by the applicant in response to the notice of 
federal financial assistance funding opportunity. 

XIV. Public Records 

Article 1, section 24, Florida Constitution, guarantees every person access to all public 
records, and Section 119.011, Florida Statutes, provides a broad definition of public 
record.  As such, all responses to a federal financial assistance funding opportunity are 
public records unless exempt by law.  Any applicant claiming that its response contains 
information that is exempt from the public records law shall clearly segregate and mark 
that information and provide the specific statutory citation for such exemption. 

Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009 (Public LaRecovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009 (Public La
rgy Program (SEP).rgy Program (SE
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XV. Request Application Packet  

The application packet is available online at FDACS Grant Opportunities

If you are unable to download the application packet, a written request for the application 
packet should be submitted to Grants@fdacs.gov

XVI. General Instructions for Application Packet 

Carefully review all materials and prepare the responses accordingly. 

The application packet must be complete and provide all the required information by the 
submission deadline to be considered.  Application packets that fail to provide all the 
required forms and signatures will be considered non-responsive and consequently will 
be removed from the evaluation process.   

Please ensure that all attachments reflect the applicant’s name and funding opportunity 
number. 

Unless otherwise noted, all hard copy application packets must be submitted on 8 ½” by 
11” plain white paper.  Pages must be consecutively numbered for ease of reading. 

XVII. Application Package Components 

FDACS forms must be used.  Substitute forms will not be reviewed.  Do not alter the pages 
unless the page indicates that it can be modified.  Applications that do not include all 
required pages will be removed from the evaluation process.  

A complete application package consists of the following pages (update as applicable): 

Coversheet /Application for Federal Financial Assistance Subaward
Key Contact Information
Project Narrative 
Scope of Work 
Budget Plan Narrative 
Budget Plan 
Key Person/Staff 
Performance Site/Locations 
Assurances Subrecipient Award
Certification Regarding Lobbying 
Certification Regarding Debarments, Suspension, Ineligibility  
Certification Statement  

XVIII. Clarifications/Revisions 

Before award, FDACS reserves the right to seek clarifications or request any information 
deemed necessary for proper evaluation of submissions from all applicants deemed 

p p g yp p g y
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eligible for the subrecipient agreement.  Failure to provide requested information may 
result in rejection of the application. 

XIX. Rejection of Applications 

FDACS reserves the right to reject any and all applications or waive any minor 
irregularities when to do so would be in the best interest of the State of Florida, and to 
reject the proposal of an applicant whom FDACS determines is not in a position to perform 
the scope of work.  Minor irregularities are those which will not have a significant or 
adverse effect on overall completion or performance. 

XX.     System for Award Management (SAM) Registration 

The applicant must be registered in the System of Award Management (SAM) 
https://sam.gov/SAM/.  The applicant will be required to maintain a registration for the 
duration of the award. Applicants who have an active exclusion may not be eligible for 
award. The applicant must obtain a Unique Entity Identifier (UEI). Any entity doing 
business with the federal government will need to use a UEI that is created in SAM. When 
applicants submit their applications, they will need to provide FDACS with their UEI. 

XXI. Late Applications 

Applications received by FDACS after the application submission deadline will be rejected 
as untimely. 

XXII. Evaluation Criteria 

An initial review of all applications will be completed and applications failing to submit all 
required information will be removed from consideration. 

Each application will be evaluated and scored based on the criteria listed below. 

a. Project Narrative:  Up to 20 points will be awarded based upon the extent to which 
the project narrative demonstrates a clear understanding of the grant purpose and 
expected project outcomes.  The applicant’s project narrative score will be based 
upon the following criteria: 

 Did the applicant provide a statement as to the need for the federal financial 
assistance? 

 Did the applicant tie the need for assistance to the purpose of the grant? 
 Are the expected project outcomes related to the purpose of the grant? 
 Did the applicant provide details as to the implementation strategies? 
 Did the applicant provide a timeline which coincides with the award period? 

b. Scope of Work:  Up to 35 points will be awarded based upon the goals, measurable 
objectives, and activities presented in the scope of work.  The application must 
include a clear and complete plan for the project.  The applicant’s scope of work 
score will be based upon the following criteria: 

 Does the applicant describe specific project objectives, tasks, and 
deliverables? 

ns received by FDACS after the application submission deadlinns received by FDACS after the application submission deadlin
y.y. 

n Criterian Criteria 

eview of all applications will be completed and applications faeview of all applications will be completed and application
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 Do the objectives and tasks relate to the project narrative? 
 Is the timeline for each task reasonable? 
 Did the applicant provide staff names indicating who is responsible for 

completing each task? 
 Is the scope of work feasible for completion during the award period? 

c. Budget Narrative:  Up to 20 points will be awarded based upon the relationship 
between the scope of work and the itemized budget narrative.  The application 
must demonstrate the need and reasonableness of the projected costs.  The 
applicant’s budget narrative score will be based upon the following criteria: 

 Did the applicant provide an itemized budget narrative? 
 Does the itemized budget narrative relate to the details in the scope of 

work? 
 Is each itemized budget line reasonable and necessary? 
 Does the budget plan tie to the budget narrative? 
 Is the budget adequate for the scope of the project?  

d. Resources:  Up to 15 points will be awarded based upon the applicant’s staff 
qualifications and capacity of the applicant.  The application must include the 
background and qualifications of key personnel to carry out the proposed scope of 
work.  The application should demonstrate the adequacy of the applicant to 
support the project – facilities, equipment, supplies, etc.   The applicant’s resources 
score will be based upon the following criteria: 

 Did the applicant include the background and qualifications of key 
personnel? 

 Does it appear that the applicant has sufficient personnel assigned to 
complete the project on time? 

 Did the applicant list adequate resources to complete the project on time? 
Did the applicant indicate the project is ready to implement? 

e. Performance: Up to 10 points will be awarded based upon the applicant’s past 
performance on FDACS subrecipient agreements.  New applicants that have never 
received an award from FDACS will receive these points automatically.  The 
applicant’s past performance score will be based upon the following criteria: 

 Did the applicant achieve the project plan as planned or were changes 
made to the original project plan? 

 Did the applicant submit timely and accurate reports? 
 Did the applicant have any unresolved programmatic or audit monitoring 

concerns? 
 Did the applicant expend the entire grant award? 
 Did the reimbursement request contain excessive unallowable costs or 

numerous corrections? 

The scores for each factor will be added to obtain a total score for each application.   
Funding will be awarded to applications according to the total score received.  FDACS 
reserves the right to recommend partial funding of applicantions.  

rk.  The application should demonstrate the adequacy of rk.  The application should demonstrate the adequacy of 
pport the project – facilities, equipment, supplies, etc.   The applpport the project – facilities, equipment, supplies, etc.   The 
ore will be based upon the following criteria:ore will be based upon the following criteria: 

 Did the applicant include the background and quali Did the applicant include the background and q
personnel?personnel? 
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XXIII. Evaluator(s) 

FDACS’ evaluation committee will consist of a minimum of three (3) and a maximum of 
five (5) individuals who FDACS will determine to have experience and knowledge in the 
program areas.  The evaluator(s) will conduct a fair, impartial, and comprehensive 
evaluation of applications received in response to this notice of federal financial assistance 
funding opportunity.   

XXIV. Anticipated Announcement and Award Dates 

The evaluation and selection process are expected to be no longer than 45 days after the 
submission deadline. Successful and unsuccessful applicants will receive notification of 
their status through US mail on official FDACS letterhead. 

XXV. Award Notice 

Upon completion of FDACS’ evaluation of applications, all applicants will be notified 
regarding their status. 

It is anticipated that pre-award site visits will be conducted between 90 – 120 days after 
the initial NOFFA posting. 

FDACS reserves the right to negotiate and/or adjust the final award amount and scope of 
work prior to award. 

Successful applicants will have thirty (30) days to fully execute the Federal Financial 
Assistance Subrecipient Agreement (FDACS-02017).  Failure by the subrecipient to sign 
and return the Subrecipient Agreement, within 30 days upon receipt of the agreement, 
shall constitute forfeiture of the award. 

Although it is the intent of FDACS to expedite the subrecipient grant award process as 
much as possible, applicants should be aware that execution of a Subrecipient Agreement 
could be delayed for some time until federal funding is received.  Projects should be 
scheduled accordingly.  No costs to be charged against the subrecipient award or counted 
as match can be incurred before the Subrecipient Agreement is executed. 

THIS IS NOT A COMPETITIVE SOLICITATION SUBJECT TO THE NOTICE OR 
CHALLENGE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 120.57(1) AND 120.57(3), FLORIDA 
STATUTES. 

XXVI. Programmatic, Administrative, and National Policy Requirements 

The applicant shall be in compliance with all laws, rules, and regulations applicable to the 
federal funds provided by the federal financial assistance funding opportunity. 

The applicant shall maintain an accounting system and a set of accounting records which 
allow for the identification of revenues and expenditures related to this funding opportunity. 

Projects must comply with applicable federal procurement regulations and state laws. The 
principal federal procurement regulation is contained in 2 CFR 200.320. Procurement of 
certain professional services is also subject to Section 287, Florida Statutes. All projects 

serves the right to negotiate and/or adjust the final award amoserves the right to negotiate and/or adjust the final award amo
to award. to award. 

l applicants will have thirty (30) days to fully execute thel applicants will have thirty (30) days to fully execute t F
e Subrecipient Agreement (FDACS-02017)e Subrecipient Agreement (FDACS-02017).  Failure by the suth
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requiring contractual services must be obtained through a new procurement; 
current and/or previous contracts will not be approved. Final determination of project 
eligibility will be made by the department.

XXVII. Acknowledgment of Funding 
          

The subrecipient shall have an acknowledgement of the United States Department of 
Energy support placed on any publication written or published or audiovisual produced 
with grant support and, if feasible, on any publication reporting the results of, or describing, 
a grant-supported activity, or audiovisuals produced with grant support.  This requirement 
does not apply to audiovisuals produced as research instruments or for documenting 
experimentations or findings and not intended for presentation or distribution to the public.   

XXVIII. Performance Report 

The applicant will submit a performance report monthly as required by the department 
using the format and content shown on the FDACS form which will be provided by the 
department. 

XXIX. Reimbursement Requests 

All reimbursement requests must be submitted using FDACS’ standard payment request 
packet, unless otherwise noted in the special conditions of the subrecipient agreement 
and provide supporting documentation for each cost.  The subrecipient shall submit the 
payment request packet to the recipient’s grant manager not more often than monthly, but 
not less often than quarterly.  To be eligible for reimbursement, costs shall be allowable, 
necessary, and reasonable, and must be submitted by budget category consistent with 
the budget plan submitted with applicant’s application.  The payment request packet is 
downloadable http://forms.fdacs.gov/02019.pdf. 

Bills for any authorized travel expenses shall be submitted and paid in accordance with 
the rates specified in Section 112.061, Florida Statutes, governing payments by the State 
for travel expenses.  Any travel expenses must be specified in the budget plan and scope 
of work. 

The FDACS agreement with the federal agency is a cost reimbursement format; 
therefore, no advance payments will be provided. 

Any work performed on the project and/or any expenditure made prior to a fully executed 
subrecipient agreement and written authorization from FDACS is ineligible for 
reimbursement. 

XXX. Disclaimer 

The receipt of applications in response to the notice of federal financial assistance funding 
opportunity does not imply or guarantee that any one or all qualified applicants will result 
in a subrecipient agreement with FDACS. 

XXXI. Questions 

q gq g
less otherwise noted in the special conditions of the subrecless otherwise noted in the special conditions of the subrec
e supporting documentation for each cost.  The subrecipiente supporting documentation for each cost.  The subrecip

equest packet to the recipient’s grant manager not more often tequest packet to the recipient’s grant manager not more of
ten than quarterly.  To be eligible for reimbursement, costs shten than quarterly.  To be eligible for reimbursement, cos
, and reasonable, and must be submitted by budget categor, and reasonable, and must be submitted by budget cat
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Applicants shall address all questions regarding this federal financial assistance funding 
opportunity notice to the purchasing office.  All questions submitted shall be published and 
answered in a manner that all applicants will be able to view.   

All questions shall be directed to Grants@fdacs.gov  

The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services offers its programs to all 
eligible persons regardless of race, color, national origin, religion, gender, age, disability, 
marital or veteran status, or any other legally protected status.  
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